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CLASS FLAGS IN LOCAL USE
Alphabetical flags and numeral pennants of the International Code together with Naval numeral flags as under are in use as 
Class Warning Signals. (See opposite for illustrations of flags.)
Please note that for racing there may be some conflicting use of Class flags and World Sailing RRS flags; racers should consult local  
Sailing Instructions.

Access 303	 A
Allcomers	 * R
Allcomers ‘A’	 * No. 9 
Allcomers ‘B’ 	 No. 6
Bittern	 Q
Broads OD	 Z 
International Enterprise	 E 
International Optimist 	 O
International Star	 * C 
Javelin	 * Naval No. 9 
Laser	 * No. 9 
Leader	 * L 

Mixed Catamarans 	 * C 
Mixed Centre Boards 	 No. 4 
Mixed Keelboats 	 * L 
Mixed ODs 	 * L 
National 12 	 * T 
National Squib 	 * Naval No. 9 
Norfolk OD 	 * U 
Norfolk Punt 	 * No. 7 
Phantom 	 F 
Rebel 	 * R 
Reedling 	 K 
River Cruisers over 10 tons	 * No. 1

River Cruisers 5 to 10 tons	 No. 2 
River Cruisers River Racing	 No. 3
RS Tera	 * T 
Slow Handicap 	 * No. 7
Solo 	 * No. 1
Topper	 * U
Waveney OD	 X 
Wayfarer	 I
Yare and Bure OD	 V 
Yeoman	 Y

* Denotes use by more than one class

naval code, starboard hand flag. They flew it on the port 
hand to indicate they were having a party.

Hoisting and Lowering Times  All flags should be 
lowered at sunset (but no later than 2100 whichever is the 
earlier), except the club burgee which should remain at the 
masthead for as long as the owner is in effective control. 
During summer time 0800 (or sunrise, whichever is the later) 
is the traditional time for hoisting flags and ensigns.  
Regattas used to fire a signal gun at these times, which 
usually signalled a scramble amongst those on board.

Jack Holt’s generation in the 1960s questioned everything, 
with a preconception that anything old was rubbish. We 
weren’t right of course but there are great chunks of our 

yachting heritage overlooked or just plain forgotten.  
Just as vexillology is part of your yachting inheritance,  
spare a thought for the humble club button. During the 
daytime, an owner would wear black ‘horn’ buttons on his 
reefer jacket. No badges; just the buttons and certainly a 
club tie (or tie pin on a black tie). Paid hands would have  
gilt club buttons on their uniform. A nice piece of etiquette, 
now largely gone the way of professional watermen.  
Things were different in the evening, when an owner  
would don his mess kit, adorned with gilt club buttons.  
Some clubs produced several pages defining their own  
mess kit. Nickel-plated club buttons were of course  
reserved for catering staff. 


